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saying a word and showing his disapproval. Fleury
appreciated the full extent of his former pupil's
friendship, he even was glad of Marie's hostility;
for he rejoiced in a victory over the Prime Minister
and the king's wife. An important victory in his
eyes, a victory ill-omened for Marie Leczinska;
having supported a person whom Louis XV
disapproved, and having sought to humiliate the
only man whose credit was high, she had made
herself the spokesman of a hated party and had
involved herself in what did not concern her in
the least.

Pierre de Nolhac writes: "A great change was
seen in the mind of the young husband after he
had seen his wife used as an instrument in the
hands of the enemies of M. de Frejus (Fleury).
The new coldness which was the result he extended
even to the marriage chamber, in hours when
usually his ardour had all the fire of youth. The
young wife was grieved at this disapproval." In
the spring of 1726 the bonds of friendship were
strained still more, and the queen was the cause
of it, in spite of the best intentions and the most
laudable desires in the world; she took the advice
of her Polish confessor, Abbe Labirewski, instead
of consulting her own heart.

A clumsy attempt with Fleury had no effect;
in vain she tried to appease a man cruelly offended;
but the prelate's resistance grieved and frightened
her; and she saw the gravity of her position. As
she confided to the bishop her fears about the
king's coldness towards her, he replied dryly;